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opposed, it has seemed to me that the unfortunate schoolmaster is
truly the most pitiable victim of our glorious Republic. ... In futile
efforts the pitiful ambassador of the Republic to the inhabitants of the
rural districts consumes his time and his strength, The parents are
inaccessible to him; the country squires are his enemies. With the
priest there is latent hostility; with the Catholic schools there is open
war. The latter have at their disposal greater resources than the
teacher. They steal his pupils. They crush him in a hundred ways,
sometimes with the connivance of the mayor, usually with the co-
operation of the big influences in the Commune. The government,
which should defend him but which often abandons him, is far away.
The Church, which persecutes him, is very close at hand. A law eats
into his miserable salary on the pretext of increasing it subsequently.
To-day's deputy defends him; to-morrow's sacrifices him. He is spied
upon, hounded, denounced. One word too many, and he is lost.
Whatever the lot of the school teachers, which varied greatly
from district to district and which improved considerably in
the twentieth century, their accumulative influence on demo-
cratic spirit was enormous. The army of teachers—some
125,000 strong—formed the most powerful Left-wing cadre in
the ranks of thefonctionnaires.
National Security
Military defeat, invasion and occupation of the northern
provinces, the loss of Alsace and Lorraine, and the exaction of
anindemnity of five thousand million (five milliard) francs as
well as the costs of German occupation, all brought home very
vividly to every Frenchman the new danger on France's north-
eastern frontier. By mobilizing national spirit at home and
national credit abroad, Thiers managed to pay off the in-
demnity in full by 1873; and by persuading Bismarck in 1872
to link instalments of payment with instalments of evacuation,
he got the last German troops off French soil by September
1873. Already France had begun to overhaul her military
machine.
Military service for five years for all men between twenty and
forty was made compulsory by Thiers's law of 1872. Evasion of

